The great Dictionary of Medicine in France, consisting of more than 60 volumes was followed successively by other 
It is probable that this will be considered as rather a fault; but, if we may judge by the effect on Dr. Parr's Dictionary, it will be looked on as an advantage by a much larger class of readers. The immense quantity of matter which is here compressed into a small space, must render the work a very popular one, more especially for those practitioners who reside in the country or travel abroad, on account of the facility of reference and the portability of the Dictionary, which truly deserves the name of Cyclopaidia Medica. The work offers a most remarkable example of the " march of intellect"?of the facilities, as well as cheapness, of literary travelling in our days, as compared with those of our ancestors. There is more concentrated information contained in this first part of Dr. Copland's work, which costs only nine shillings, than in any five octavo volumes of the year 1800, en- tailing an expense of two or three guineas !! Dr. Copland has chalked out for himself a regular systematic plan of handling his subject, which confers on the whole work a uniformity, far superior to any thing of the kind in any similar undertaking?and which is one of the advantages of being not merely editor, but author of each article.
To attempt an analysis of such an elementary work would be preposterous ; and, therefore, we shall take a single article (a short one of course), and give it entire, as a sample, reserving for ourselves the opportunities that may present themselves, of remarking on particular points of doctrine or practice that may strike us, both in this work and its cotemporary, the Cyclopedia of Practical Medicine. In justice to the distinguished Editor of the Dictionary, we freely confess that the article selected is preferred on account of its conciseness, and not as affording, by any means, a favourable sample of the work. The disease which has been vaguely termed " angina pectoris," is still unsettled in its pathology, etiology, or treatment, and, therefore, presents difficulties to a compiler of no ordinary kind; still, with all these disadvantages, we are confident that a perusal of the article will make a favourable impression on the reader, and will enable him to it be complicated, as is sometimes the case, with organic lesion of the heart and lungs, or with effusion of fluid within the cavity of the pleura or pericardium, when they materially assist us in ascertaining the nature of the complication ; and they also serve, by enabling us to ascertain other affections of the heart, to distinguish between it and them.
14. IV. Prognosis.?In recent cases, of no very violent character, recovery will frequently take place under judicious management. But when the disease has become inveterate from neglect, or from being associated with, or from having given rise to, organic lesion, and when it has appeared in a decayed constitution, or has been preceded by other diseases of the heart or lungs, an unfavourable result should be apprehended sooner or later to take place: but the period of its occurrence is uncertain; and the event is generally sudden?sometimes like an electric shock; the movements of the heart being instantly arrested. This issue is often occasioned by a full meal, or by exercise or mental emotions; but it also occurs in old or chronic cases, when the patient is at rest, and apparently uninfluenced by any circumstance or occurrence. When it is followed by symptoms of effusion of fluid within the thorax, or cedema of the extremities, a fatal termination is seldom far distant. rivals) in the field of medical lexicography. They will benefit each other, and the public generally will be benefited. There is ample market for both publications. Many will possess themselves of both?and there are two large classes, each of which make a selection, some taking in the one, and others the other. We heartily wish the competitors success in proportion to their merits, and if they obtain that, they will have good cause to be satisfied.
In this first part, there are several very important articles, especially those on apoplexy, asthma, blood, and affections of the brain. The latter is a monograph of great merit, and immense concentration of scattered information. The diseases of the bronchi and air-passages are developed in a very masterly manner, and do great credit to the erudition and discernment of the editor.
In fine, this first sample of the work will insure it success?and prove an earnest of Dr. Copland's literary reputation.
